
Tesla Road Trip 1 (Father-Son) 
July 1-31, 2018 

 
Blog Site and Social Media Links: teslaroadtrip.blog 

 
See also: Tesla Road Trippers Group on Facebook 
 
Goals: One of the goals of our trip was to take a somewhat aggressive electric summer road trip 
to demonstrate the viability of electric road tripping at this time along the Diffusion of 
Innovation Curve for the purpose of helping those who may be on the fence about buying an 
electric vehicle due to concerns about so-called range anxiety.  
 
Another goal was to promote the work of the Rocky Mountain Institute (RMI) and Arizona State 
University’s School of Sustainability. We received no sponsorships from either of these 
institutions except that RMI designed the wrap for the car. 
 
But the primary goal was to spend some quality time with my 17-year-old son doing something 
we both love and visiting friends and family around the West. 
 
The Car: Our Road Trip Car, which I (tongue-in-cheek) named, Watts Her Name, was a Blue 
2018 Tesla Model 3 Long Range (rear wheel drive with an EPA-rated 310-miles of range on a full 
battery). Note: I chose the female gender as a salute to the maritime tradition of naming ships 
after women and because the women in my life, especially my mother, my maternal 
grandmother, a special aunt, and my wife Suzanne have most influenced my trajectory in life. 
 
Charging: We used two primary types of chargers on this trip—the ever-growing Tesla 
Supercharger network and Tesla Destination Chargers (Level 2) at hotels. We used 35 Tesla 
Superchargers, 13 Tesla Destination Chargers, 2 Level-2 home chargers, and 1 Level-1 solar 
charger over the 6,421.62 miles traveled. At least 15 of these charges were unnecessary. Total 
cost of the supercharging was $238.42 and all of the other charging including destination 
charging, home and solar charges were free. 
 
Data Collection: Data was collected using TeslaFi, a third-party data-logging company for Tesla 
vehicles. See their website for more information. 

 

 
  

http://teslaroadtrip.blog/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/teslaroadtrippers/
https://ondigitalmarketing.com/learn/odm/foundations/5-customer-segments-technology-adoption/
https://ondigitalmarketing.com/learn/odm/foundations/5-customer-segments-technology-adoption/
https://www.rmi.org/
https://schoolofsustainability.asu.edu/
https://about.teslafi.com/
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The Team 
 

 

 
 

     
 

 

 
 
Day-By-Day Guide to Format: Each of the days listed include: 

 
 Date | Day’s from and to locations | Link to that day’s blog post 
 

Also map routes, photos, links, and screen shots of TeslaFi reporting data. For questions about 
TeslaFi, see their website. If you cannot find the answer to your question there, contact me at 
john@teslaroadtrip.blog.  

https://about.teslafi.com/
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July 1, 2018 | Tempe, Arizona to Farmington, New Mexico | The Host  

 

We left home with a full charge at 100% battery around 6:30a on July 1 for Wrigley Hall (ASU’s 

School of Sustainability), our official launch location with the odometer at 1,986.07. We picked 

up the Beeline Highway (state Route 87) N to Payson, where we diverted to state Route 260 E. 

After a brief stop just north of Kohl’s Ranch, we continued on Route 202 E to state Route 277 E 

at Heber-Overgaard and then to state Route 377 N to our first Supercharger of the trip at 

Holbrook, Arizona, arriving at 11:37a with 34% battery. We left after charging to 82% in 28 

minutes at a cost of $8.12.  
 
We departed on Interstate 40 E to Gallup, New Mexico and then turned North on U.S. Highway 

491 N to Indian Service Route 5 and then east to state Route 371 and then north to Farmington. 

Indian Service Route 5 is an excellent short cut, thus avoiding traffic into Shiprock – 2 lanes, 65 

MPH and no issues. We even waved to a Model S heading in the opposite direction (folks who 

reached out to me after the trip). As we approached Farmington from a high mesa, we could see 

the ominous smoke from the 461 Fire burning north of Durango, Colorado, in the distance. 

 

We arrived at our destination, the Casa Blanca Inn, at 3:30p with 19% battery and plugged in to 

one of the Inn’s two Tesla destination chargers (see photo).  

 

Casa Blanca Inn is a really nice bed & breakfast in a quiet neighborhood that I found using the 

Tesla Destination Charger Map. Rooms are well-appointed, and room access is by keypad rather 

than a key (a nice touch). The breakfast room is cozy, and they will accommodate specific diets 

given advance notice. TIP: Ask for a tour of the historic main house. 
 

        

http://teslaroadtrip.blog/2018/07/01/farmington-nm/
https://www.casablancanm.com/
https://www.casablancanm.com/
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Casa Blanca Inn Destination Charger, Farmington, NM    
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July 2 | Farmington, New Mexico to Durango, Colorado | Fire and Light 

 

After breakfast, we departed for Navajo Dam via U.S. Highway 64 E and state Route 511 along 

the San Juan River where there are many fly fishing lodges, especially approaching Navajo Dam 

in Navajo Lake State Park. At Navajo Reservoir, we turned north and Route 511 became state 

Route 172 at the border where the road parallels the Los Pinos River before turning West just 

past Ignacio, CO and then WNW to Durango. Our hotel, the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel 

Durango, has two convenient Tesla Destination Chargers at the front of the hotel. We had 

planned on spending two nights here to take in a round-trip ride on the Durango & Silverton 

Narrow Gauge Railroad to Silverton, CO, but the 416 Fire, which started on June 1, 2018 closed 

the tracks and so we decided to spend just one night in Durango and two nights in Telluride. 

 

The highlight of our stay, however, was a meetup with the Durango Electric Vehicle Enthusiasts 

(DEVE), a local group that “promotes, educates and advocates in support of plug-in electric 

vehicles and charging infrastructure in the four corners region.” The meeting was hosted by the 

La Plata Electric Association, an electric cooperative in Durango which strives, “to reduce its 

carbon footprint by 50% from 2018 levels by year 2030 while keeping members’ cost of 

electricity lower than 70% of its Colorado cooperative peers.” That’s the kind of energy 

company I wish we had in Phoenix. This was the first meetup of our road trip and we met a 

diverse group of passionate EV enthusiasts driving a variety of battery electric vehicles (BEVs).  

 

        
 
            

http://teslaroadtrip.blog/2018/07/02/2018-07-04-durango-co/
http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/spd/navajolakestatepark.html
https://diyflyfishing.com/los-pinos-river-colorado/#10/37.3789/-107.4806
https://doubletree3.hilton.com/en/hotels/colorado/doubletree-by-hilton-hotel-durango-RLDU-DT/index.html
https://doubletree3.hilton.com/en/hotels/colorado/doubletree-by-hilton-hotel-durango-RLDU-DT/index.html
https://durangoherald.com/articles/234477
https://durangoherald.com/articles/196855
https://durangoherald.com/articles/196855
https://www.lpea.com/
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July 3 | Durango to Telluride, Colorado | Friends & Family 
 

We departed for Telluride around 8:47a after reaching out to our gracious hosts who offered to 

put us up for another night. The drive was along U.S. Route 160 W to Mancos, state Route 184 

W to Dolores, and then into in the San Juan National Forest on state Route 145 N from Dolores 

along the upper Dolores River to Rico, CO and then 28 more scenic miles to Telluride. Part of 

the San Juan Skyway, state Route 145 is a spectacular drive at altitudes exceeding 11,000 ft. and 

then 14 miles from Telluride, Trout Lake at 9,700 feet is worth a stop.  

 

We arrived in the early afternoon and plugged into our friends’ garage level-2 Tesla charger and 

walked into town for a nice lunch, a quick tour through the town, and then a glorious home-

cooked dinner with good friends.  
 

  
 

 

http://teslaroadtrip.blog/2018/07/03/2018-07-05-telluride-co/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/sanjuan/
https://diyflyfishing.com/dolores-river-colorado/#9/37.5032/-108.3032
https://www.durango.org/press-room/fact-sheets/san-juan-skyway
https://www.telluride.com/activities/trout-lake
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San Juan National Forest, Dolores, Colorado     Downtown Telluride, Colorado 
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July 4 | Telluride, Colorado | I Love a Parade 
 

The Telluride Independence Day Parade brought back memories of the small home town parades 

of my youth, except for the exciting F-16 flyover.  

 

That evening, we dined at Allred’s Restaurant, which sits at 10,551 ft., a gondola ride up a 

mountain between Telluride and Mountain Village, Colorado—a spectacular view over 

Telluride. The food was excellent with a vegan main course and appetizers. I was a little tipsy on 

the way down—forgetting what alcohol does at higher altitudes. 

 

Both of us really loved the laid-back small-town appeal of Telluride, its natural beauty, and 

friendly, walkable streets. This would be our first choice of a place to spend summers. We hope 

to be back and soon.  
 

 
 

 

 

         
         View of Telluride from Gondola to Allred’s    
 
 

  

http://teslaroadtrip.blog/2018/07/04/2018-07-05-telluride-co-2/
https://www.tellurideskiresort.com/events-activities/dining/allreds-restaurant/
https://www.visittelluride.com/plan/our-destination/
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July 5 | Telluride to Aspen, Colorado | How’s Your Aspen? 
 

We departed Telluride early at 5:30a as we had a meeting scheduled with Amory Lovins, 

Founder, Chairman, and Chief Scientist of the Rocky Mountain Institute (RMI), for whom we 

had dedicated our trip and had to get to his home in Snowmass by 10:45a. We proceeded on state 

Route 145 to Placerville and then state Route 62 to Ridgway and U.S. Route 550 to Montrose 

and picked up U.S. Route 50 through Delta to state Route 92 to Hotchkiss and state Route 133 to 

Carbondale. There, we headed east on state Route 82 into the Roaring Fork Valley. 

 

Originally, we had planned to visit Rocky Mountain Institute’s headquarters in Basalt, but due to 

yet another wildfire—the Lake Christine Fire, the staff had to evacuate and we were unable to 

meet, so we went immediately to the profoundly energy-efficient residence of Amory and Judy 

Hill Lovins and a personal tour by Amory Lovins himself—a highlight of the trip! 

 

After saying our farewells, we took a moment to assess the situation. We had been following the 

Lake Christine Fire news and were concerned (as many in the Roaring Fork Valley were) that the 

fire would burn the wooden trestles that held the power lines that fed the entire valley. In the 

worst case, our Aspen accommodations at Hotel Jerome (which has Tesla Destination Chargers), 

would be evacuated if it lost power, and we would have to forgo Aspen and go on to Boulder. 

So, we decided to charge up at the Aspen Supercharger and grab lunch on our way to the hotel.  

 

At Aspen, we walked around the central city area, which was festooned with colorful hanging 

flower arrangements before dining al fresco at Mi Chola, a Mexican restaurant catty-corner from 

our accommodations at Hotel Jerome. Luckily, the fire was diverted from the power lines. 
 

  
 

http://teslaroadtrip.blog/2018/07/05/basalt-co/
http://rmi.org/
http://wildfiretoday.com/2018/07/04/evacuations-ordered-for-lake-christine-fire-at-basalt-colorado/
https://grist.org/climate-energy/amory-lovins-high-tech-home-skimps-on-energy-but-not-on-comfort/
https://grist.org/climate-energy/amory-lovins-high-tech-home-skimps-on-energy-but-not-on-comfort/
http://www.aspenchola.com/
http://www.hoteljerome.aubergeresorts.com/
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Bar at Mi Chola, Aspen. Colorado                 
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July 6 | Aspen to Boulder, Colorado | Boulder Dash 

 

We departed Hotel Jerome with a nice send-off by Aspen Mayor Steve Skadron, arranged by 

RMI’s Megan Shean and headed out east on state Route 82 through the Continental Divide at 

Independence Pass (12,095 ft.) continuing past Twin Lakes to U.S. Route 24 North to Leadville 

and then on state Route 91 East to Interstate Highway 70 and the Silverthorne Supercharger. 

 

As it was, had we not stopped at the Aspen Supercharger, we would have arrived at the Hotel 

Jerome with 43% battery and if the area lost power due to the fire and we had to go on to 

Boulder, we would still have arrived at the Silverthorne Supercharger with 15% battery. Thus, 

we could have driven from Telluride to Boulder through Aspen and Independence Pass, charging 

only at the Silverthorne Supercharger.  

 

However, since we did get a 100% charge at the Jerome in Aspen, the Silverthorne Supercharger 

was unnecessary—we could have made it through Boulder to Loveland with 33% battery. 

 

Heading East from Silverthorne on Interstate 70 we turned north onto the Central City Parkway 

at the concurrence of U.S. Routes 6 and 40. This road leads to Central City, a historical gold 

mining town founded in 1859 during the Pike's Peak Gold Rush and at one time known as the 

“Richest Square Mile on Earth.” Today it is a gambling mecca. From there, we picked up Route 

119 North to Nederland and then East along the picturesque and delightfully curvy Boulder 

Canyon Drive into the City of Boulder. 

 

We arrived at Rocky Mountain Institute’s Boulder headquarters to a delightful reception, met 

CEO Jules Kortenhorst and lead Tesla wrap designer Kaitlin Wutschel. We then had our picture 

taken with the entire staff and were treated to a tour of RMI’s net zero energy building.  

 

Afterwards, we found our way to the Briar Rose Bed & Breakfast and met up for dinner with 

home-town friend, local activist, electric bicycle advocate, and direct democracy adherent Evan 

Ravitz for a delightful dinner over Thai food, chatting about home town friends, politics, and 

climate change activism. 

 

    

http://teslaroadtrip.blog/2018/07/06/2018-07-07-boulder-co/
https://aspenpeak-magazine.com/getting-to-know-mayor-steve-skadron
http://www.americansouthwest.net/colorado/independence-pass/index.html
http://www.centralcitycolorado.com/
https://www.5280.com/2017/10/first-timers-guide-nederland/
https://rmi.org/people/jules-kortenhorst/
http://www.briarrosebb.com/
http://evanravitz.com/
http://evanravitz.com/
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Independence Pass, Continental Divide, Colorado 
 

     
 

         
        Watts Her Name at Rocky Mountain Institute, Boulder, Colorado  
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July 7 | Boulder, Colorado to Park City, Utah | The Efficacy of Tesla Road Tripping 
 

We departed Boulder on state Route 119 North to Interstate Highway 25 North on what would be 

our longest driving day (526.65 miles) arriving at the Loveland, CO, Supercharger with 52% 

battery and after 41 minutes, departed with 91% battery. At this point, we realized we were 

better off supercharging to 80% as the changing rate slows considerably at 80%. 

 

Our next stop was Avogadro’s Number, a music venue and restaurant in Fort Collins, Colorado, 

certainly the most vegan-friendly restaurant encountered on the entire trip. Their “famous” 

Tempeh is made in-house and sold in a local food cooperative and other restaurants. We had a 

great breakfast there not just because of the food, but also due to the company of long-time 

friend Scotty Garrett who joined us for the hearty breakfast. Afterwards, we dropped Scotty off 

at his cabin in Livermore on a hill overlooking mountains, range land and forests. It was his first 

opportunity to ride in an electric vehicle, which he very much appreciated.  

 

From Livermore, we took U.S. Route 287 to Interstate Highway 80 and stopped at the Rawlins 

Supercharger (Wyoming) and then the Rock Springs Supercharger and then across southern 

Wyoming, a semi-scenic long slog. We stopped briefly (9 minutes) at the Evanston Supercharger 

and arrived at the Montage Deer Valley Resort in Park City, Utah, just in time for dinner. 
 

  
 

      
Avogadro’s Number, Fort Collins, Colorado            Old Friends, Livermore, Colorado 
 

http://teslaroadtrip.blog/2018/07/07/2018-07-08-park-city-ut/
http://www.avogadros.com/
https://www.montagehotels.com/deervalley/
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July 8 | Montage Deer Valley, Park City, Utah | Purpose-Driven Travel 
 

Montage Deer Valley surprised me with an extraordinary commitment to sustainability. Montage 

International leads from the top down—sustainability is baked into the DNA of this company by 

its Founder, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Alan J. Fuerstman, for whom sustainability 

has been a lifetime passion. Montage Deer Valley gets 100% of their electricity from renewable 

wind power and they carry their commitment to sustainability fully into the design and operation 

of their resorts. In 2017, Fuerstman received the Environmental Media Association (EMA)’s 

Corporate Responsibility Award at the 27th Annual Environmental Media Association Awards 

and the first-ever EMA Green Seal for Hospitality for his company’s sustainable hotel and resort 

developments. Very, very impressive. My experience with most luxury resorts has been staff is 

generally aloof, but Montage Deer Valley’s staff was genuinely welcoming, friendly and 

engaging—a really nice change. 

 

For our full day at Montage Deer Valley, we stayed put, slept late, had an awesome breakfast and 

then hosted a meetup with Utah Tesla Model 3 Owners. Montage even let us stage our event on 

the front circle of the hotel which attracted other guests to view the cars and learn about electric 

road tripping. Montage also has Tesla Destination Chargers. 
 

  
Circle at Montage Deer Valley Resort, Park City, Utah 

 

July 9 | Montage Deer Valley, Park City, Utah to Jackson, Wyoming | Off-the-Map 

 

We departed early, heading for the Hill Aerospace Museum in Ogden, Utah via Interstate 

Highway 84, avoiding the morning rush in Salt Lake City. There we saw some pretty amazing 

aircraft and chatted with a few older pilots with some great stories. 

 

Then it was off to Jackson, Wyoming via Interstate Highway 15. We stopped to charge at the 

Tremonton Supercharger and then it wasn’t until we hit 80 MPH back that I remembered that my 

goal was to skip the interstate altogether and take U.S. Highway 89 over the Bear River Range 

from Logan to Bear Lake. However, since we would have had to backtrack quite a bit, we turned 

around and went back to Tremonton and then looked for another route over the ridge to Jackson.  

 

Using the Watts Her Name’s GPS, we exited the interstate at Plymouth and found a country road 

on the map that looked like it would crest the ridge and come down into Idaho near Preston. 

http://teslaroadtrip.blog/2018/07/08/2018-07-08-park-city-ut-2/
http://lodgingmagazine.com/alan-fuerstman-marries-luxury-and-sustainability/
http://teslaroadtrip.blog/2018/07/09/2018-07-09-jackson-wy/
https://www.aerospaceutah.org/
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Along the way this road became W 20800 N and then turned into a goat path that our GPS still 

said was the way to go. Luckily, we found a one and a half lane makeshift bypass called Short 

Divide Road, that, according to the GPS, did not exist and then we lost our GPS signal. Taking 

out my trusty iPad, we used Apple Maps to get us to Jackson. The bypass got us over the ridge 

and down to a farming area in a town called Clarkston, Utah where we stepped through state 

Route 142, state Route 23, state Route 61, and state Route 200, finally arriving at Preston, Idaho, 

which Wikipedia identified as the home of Napoleon Dynamite. Then state Route 36, state Route 

34, and U.S. Highway 30, venturing north on state Route 34 through Thatcher, Idaho, and Grace, 

Idaho, to Soda Springs, Idaho (where hundreds of natural springs of carbonated water emanate 

from the earth). From there, we headed north past the Blackfoot River Reservoir and east 

through the Caribou-Targhee National Forest on the Oregon Trail-Bear Lake Scenic Byway. 

Then south along the state border to Freedom (literally), Wyoming, then east along Creamery 

Road and then—at long last—Star Valley Ranch, Wyoming, where we regained our GPS signal. 

Here, we cruised up U.S. Route 89 North along the Snake River and U.S. Route 26 to Hoback 

Junction, Wyoming, and picked up U.S. Route 191 to Jackson, Wyoming (and the Jackson 

Supercharger).  

 

Our final stop for the day was The Alpine House Lodge in Jackson, where we spent the night. 
 

 

 

        

https://www.localnews8.com/news/kifi-top-story/a-look-at-preston-10-years-after-napoleon-dynamite/58540729
http://www.jacksonholetraveler.com/article/snake-river-wyoming/
http://www.alpinehouse.com/
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July 10 | Jackson to Canyon Village, Wyoming (Yellowstone NP) | Parks 

 

We left Jackson on U.S. Route 191 (Wyoming Centennial Scenic Byway) to the Moose Entrance 

of Grand Teton National Park and then turned North on Teton Park Road and passed Jenny and 

Jackson Lakes to rejoin U.S. Route 191, now the John D. Rockefeller, Jr. Memorial Parkway to 

the South Entrance of Yellowstone National Park. Unsure if we would need an extra charge for 

two days in the Park, we decided to drive to the West Entrance—a magnificent scenic drive and 

get a Supercharge in West Yellowstone, Montana. Note: the speed limit in all U.S. National 

Parks tops out at 45 miles per hour, a leisurely pace providing easy-on and easy-off photo 

opportunities. This also had the effect of increasing our range dramatically even though the 

windows were rolled down. We lost our GPS and internet connections once we entered the 

Parks, so mostly unable to record TeslaFi data. 

 

At the West Yellowstone Supercharger, Neo went to view a nearby wildlife exhibit while I hung 

out at the Supercharger to speak with other Tesla Owners. A white Model 3 drove up and two 

young brothers and their dad emerged. After chatting with the dad, I remembered having bought 

my first Apple Computer from him (Apple II) when he was Sales Manager at a Phoenix 

computer store long ago. Now he manages his sons, Jeff and Christian, YouTube stars of JR 

Garage (who were on their own father-sons road trip). Having charged up, we returned back 

through the West Entrance to the Park on U.S. Route 89 and took the Norris Canyon Road to 

Canyon Lodge and Cabins, the only LEED Gold Certified lodge in Yellowstone National Park, 

also named one of the New York Times’ 5 Hotels for Eco-Conscious Travelers. 

 

That evening, I received an email from Michael Kaplan, VP of Marketing at ENGIE Insight, a 

sustainability consulting outfit based in Spokane, Washington with offices across the country. 

ENGIE’s 2018 Coast to Coast Sustainability Tour coincidentally landed in Seattle on the same 

day we had planned to be there, so Michael invited us to lunch with them when we get to Seattle. 

 

   
 

http://teslaroadtrip.blog/2018/07/10/2018-07-10-yellowstone-wy/
https://www.nps.gov/grte/index.htm
/Users/johnmart/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~CloudDocs/Tesla%20Road%20Trip/Report/jenny%20lake%20lodge
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeTagg7gemi1jhFKhY6gcNw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeTagg7gemi1jhFKhY6gcNw
https://www.yellowstonenationalparklodges.com/lodgings/cabin/canyon-lodge-cabins/
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/24/travel/hotels-tours-ecotourism-green-travel.html?_r=1
https://www.engieinsight.com/
https://www.engieinsight.com/press-release/engie-insight-hits-road-show-sustainability-action-nationwide-tour/
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Grand Teton National Park, Wyoming 
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Jackson Lake, Grand Teton National Park, Wyoming 

 

 

          



24 

     

July 11 | Canyon Village, Yellowstone National Park, Wyoming | Darwinism 

 

We were up early, way before breakfast at Canyon Lodge, because we had to drive to Mammoth 

Lodge at Mammoth Hot Springs near the Northern entrance to the Park for a 7:30 AM all-day 

van tour. To get there, we drove the Grand Loop Road east and then north and west, arriving 

well in front of our tour, so we had time for a nice breakfast at the Mammoth Lodge Dining 

Room, the only 4-Star Certified Green Restaurant in the US National Parks System and “one of 

only twenty-five 4-Star Green Restaurants in the world. General categories include Disposables, 

Energy, Water, Furnishing & Building, Food, Chemicals & Pollution, and Waste” - by the Green 

Restaurant Association. 

 

Our Yellowstone-in-a-Day Tour, which covers the entire 142-mile Grand Loop Road was led by 

a tour guide from Anthem, Arizona, just up the interstate from Phoenix. He got his first job at the 

Park when he was 17 (he lied about his age) and has been a guide for over 30 years. His deep 

knowledge of the Park came from his lifetime of experience and in-depth reading. He answered 

every question intelligently and often with subtle humor, he was engaging and told interesting 

stories beyond the simple canned speeches one hears from so many guides.  
 

      
 

http://teslaroadtrip.blog/2018/07/11/2018-07-10-yellowstone-wy-2/
https://www.yellowstonenationalparklodges.com/restaurant/mammoth-hotel-dining-room/
https://www.yellowstonenationalparklodges.com/restaurant/mammoth-hotel-dining-room/
https://www.yellowstonenationalparklodges.com/connect/yellowstone-hot-spot/mammoth-first-four-star-green-restaurant-in-nps/
https://www.yellowstonenationalparklodges.com/adventure/land-adventures/yellowstone-in-a-day/
https://www.dangerousroads.org/north-america/usa/6965-grand-loop-road.html
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Yellowstone National Park, Wyoming 
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July 12 | Canyon Village, Wyoming to Whitefish, Montana | One Soul in the Tree 

 

It was another long day’s drive (474.89 miles) from Canyon Village, Yellowstone National Park 

to Whitefish, Montana. We started early (5:44a) exiting Yellowstone’s West Entrance. It was so 

beautiful at that time of the morning. We rolled the windows down and enjoyed the 48ºF air, 

steam rising from vents and streams for one of the most scenic drives in the park—Norris 

Canyon Drive to Grand Loop Road (state Route 89) to U.S. Route 191 West along the Gibbon 

and Madison Rivers. 

 

We arrived back at the West Yellowstone Supercharger at 6:44 A.M., an unnecessary stop as it 

turned out and then headed North on US-191 clear up to the Bozeman, Montana Supercharger. 

Then we took Interstate 90 to Butte, Montana, where we again charged (unnecessarily as it 

turned out). We arrived in Missoula, Montana, just in time for our planned lunch at the Fin and 

Porter, with friend, fellow ASU alum and budding horror fiction writer, Reece Jelson.  

 

We departed the interstate at Wye, Montana (why, indeed!), to U.S. Route 93 skirting the 

western shore of Flathead Lake before arriving in Whitefish, Montana. There are no Tesla 

Superchargers north of Missoula in Montana as of this writing, but likely one in Kalispell by the 

end of 2019. To make sure we had enough power to make it through Glacier National Park’s 

Going-to-the-Sun Road up to Calgary the next day, I sought lodging in Whitefish with a Tesla 

Destination Charger. Whitefish 22 fit the bill. Whitefish 22 features four vacation-rental units a 

short stroll from all of Whitefish's unique shops and restaurants. A large street level garage 

around back has two Level 2 Tesla Destination Chargers op to 16kW.  

 

One thing that surprised me, given that the speed limit on the interstate was 80 MPH from 

Bozeman to Missoula, is that our watt hours per mile for the day was 194. It must be the Aero 

wheel caps making difference. 

 

      

http://teslaroadtrip.blog/2018/07/12/whitefish-mt/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/lake-montanas-best-kept-secret-180964461/
https://www.visitmt.com/places-to-go/cities-and-towns/whitefish.html
https://www.22lupfer.fish/
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Bozeman Supercharger                                    Butte Supercharger 
 
 

    
Whitefish 22 Vacation Rental             Whitefish 22 Level 2 Destination Chargers in Garage                                     

http://www.22lupfer.fish/
http://www.22lupfer.fish/
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July 13 | Whitefish, Montana to Banff, Alberta CANADA | Going-to-the-Sun 

 

After breakfast, we departed South on U.S. Route 93 and then East on state Route 40 and U.S. 

Route 2 to West Glacier, Montana, where we turned North into Glacier National Park onto the 

50-mile long, famed Going-to-the-Sun Road considered to be one of the most spectacular scenic 

drives in the world. Starting along the east side of the 10-mile-long and 472 feet deep Lake 

McDonald, the 2-lane engineering marvel rises along steep canyon walls. Sharp, often blind 

curves, switchbacks, and overhangs limit the size of vehicles allowed. The scenery is truly 

spectacular, and the road is quite narrow in places. Logan Pass, the highest point of the Going-to-

the-Sun Road (at the Continental Divide), can be quite windy (on April 9, 2014, a wind gust was 

clocked at Logan Pass at 139 miles per hour).  

 

The open meadows and dense forests on the descent from Logan Pass to Saint Mary Lake (the 

second largest lake in the Park) is also scenic. At St. Mary, Montana, we exited the Park and 

followed US 89 north along the eastern shore of Lower Saint Mary Lake, crossing into Canada. 

Provincial Route 2 took us to the Fort MacLeod Supercharger and we stopped at the Bomber 

Command Museum of Canada in Nanton, Alberta, to see a Canadian Lancaster Bomber. 

Modified Lancasters flew a secret mission using bouncing bombs to take out three dams in 

Germany’s Ruhr Valley during World War II—codenamed Operation Chastise. A movie was 

made—The Dam Busters (1955)— and was one of my favorites in my youth. From there we 

headed up to Calgary, stopping at the Rocky View Supercharger before heading east to Banff. 

 

   
 

http://teslaroadtrip.blog/2018/07/13/2018-07-12-banff-canada/
https://www.nps.gov/glac/index.htm
https://www.crazyfamilyadventure.com/going-to-the-sun-road-glacier-national-park/
https://www.visitmt.com/listings/general/lake/lake-mcdonald.html
https://www.visitmt.com/listings/general/lake/lake-mcdonald.html
https://www.visitmt.com/listings/general/visitor-information-center/logan-pass-visitor-center.html
https://www.visitmt.com/listings/general/lake/st-mary-lake.html
http://www.bombercommandmuseum.ca/nlsmuseum.html
http://www.bombercommandmuseum.ca/nlsmuseum.html
http://www.bombercommandmuseum.ca/lancbomber.html
https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/the-incredible-story-of-the-dambusters-raid
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0046889/
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Going-to-the-Sun Road, Glacier National Park (Montana) 
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              Saint Mary Lake, Glacier National Park (Montana) 
 

    
Canadian Lancaster Bomber at Bomber Command Museum of Canada in Nanton, Alberta 
 

    
            

http://www.bombercommandmuseum.ca/nlsmuseum.html
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July 14 | Fairmont Banff Springs, Alberta | Off-the-Road 

 

We arose early to go on an all-day ATV ride at Invermere, British Columbia, nearly 2-3/4 hours 

away by van. The Paradise Ridge tour included a burger bar-b-q on a mountain ridge in a private 

alpine cabin overlooking an old silver mine and the Canadian Rockies off in the distance.  

 

This was a no-drive day for Watts Her Name. 
 

 

   
Animal Migration Bridges over highway in Banff National Park (Canadian Rocky Mountains) 
 
 

    
ATV Tour on Paradise Ridge near Invermere, British Colombia 
 
 

 

 

  

http://teslaroadtrip.blog/2018/07/14/2018-07-12-banff-canada-2/
https://tobycreekadventures.com/
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ATV Tour on Paradise Ridge near Invermere, British Colombia  
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July 15 | Banff to Jasper, Alberta | Icefields Parkway 

 

We slept late and had a good hearty breakfast before hitting the road at 10:00 AM onto the 144-

mile Icefields Parkway (Canada Route 93), considered one of the most beautiful drives in the 

world. The Icefield Parkway weaves through Banff and Jasper National Parks in Alberta and is 

too grand of an experience for just a day’s visit, but from the road, what we did see was 

magnificent— huge forested river valleys, rocky peaks capped with glaciers, stunning cascades, 

and turquoise lakes.  

 

Getting to Jasper on the Icefields Parkway is easy from Banff as long as one has at least 160 

miles of range (so, doable during summer in even a base-range Tesla), though one would likely 

need to charge again in Jasper for the return trip. If you are coming from Calgary and do not plan 

on spending the night in Banff, there is a Supercharger in Canmore, AB just south of Banff. The 

200-plus mile drive from Banff was windows down all the way with the outside temperature 

ranging from 65.4ºF to 83.2ºF, costing us just 32.79 kWh and 164 watt-hours per mile, another 

example of the extraordinary range we experienced on this trip. 

 

We arrived at the Fairmont Jasper Park Lodge on Lac Beauvert in the late afternoon and checked 

in for our 2-night stay. The Lodge’s Destination Charger (one of 3) was easily accessible in a 

parking lot near the lake. As the sun doesn’t set here in July until past 10:00p, we had plenty of 

time to relax before dinner al fresco on the patio overlooking the lake. 

 

   
 

Icefields Parkway, Banff & Jasper National Parks, Alberta, CANADA 
 

    

http://teslaroadtrip.blog/2018/07/15/2018-07-13-jasper-canada/
http://www.icefieldsparkway.ca/
https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/pn-np/ab/banff
https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/pn-np/ab/jasper
https://www.tesla.com/findus?v=2&search=Banff%2C%20AB%2C%20Canada&bounds=51.63349602075888%2C-114.06485221777342%2C50.56069667510193%2C-116.65350578222655&zoom=10&filters=supercharger%2Cdestination%20charger&location=canmoreabsupercharger
https://www.fairmont.com/jasper/
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Along the Icefields Parkway, Banff & Jasper National Parks, Alberta, CANADA 
 

   
Columbia Icefield Glacier Discovery Centre on the Icefields Parkway 
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July 16 | Fairmont Jasper Park Lodge | Red Trees 

 

UNESCO World Heritage Sites are defined as “a landmark or area that is selected by 

the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) as having 

cultural, historical, scientific or other form of significance, and is legally protected by 

international treaties. The sites are judged important to the collective interests of humanity. See: 

Criteria To be selected, a World Heritage Site must be an already classified landmark, unique in 

some respect as a geographically and historically identifiable place having special cultural or 

physical significance (such as an ancient ruin or historical structure, building, city, complex, 

desert, forest, island, lake, monument, mountain, or wilderness area). It may signify a remarkable 

accomplishment of humanity and serve as evidence of our intellectual history on the planet.” 

 

Canada’s Rocky Mountain Parks, including the contiguous national parks of Banff, Jasper, 

Kootenay and Yoho, as well as Mount Robson, Mount Assiniboine and Hamber provincial parks 

are thus designated. From the UNESCO site, “together, they exemplify the outstanding physical 

features of the Rocky Mountain Biogeographical Province. Classic illustrations of glacial 

geological processes — including icefields, remnant valley glaciers, canyons and exceptional 

examples of erosion and deposition — are found throughout the area. The Burgess Shale 

Cambrian and nearby Precambrian sites contain important information about the earth’s 

evolution.  

 

Criterion (vii): The seven parks of the Canadian Rockies form a striking mountain landscape. 

With rugged mountain peaks, icefields and glaciers, alpine meadows, lakes, waterfalls, extensive 

karst cave systems and deeply incised canyons, the Canadian Rocky Mountain Parks possess 

exceptional natural beauty, attracting millions of visitors annually. 

 

Criterion (viii): The Burgess Shale is one of the most significant fossil areas in the world. 

Exquisitely preserved fossils record a diverse, abundant marine community dominated by soft-

bodied organisms. Originating soon after the rapid unfolding of animal life about 540 million 

years ago, the Burgess Shale fossils provide key evidence of the history and early evolution of 

most animal groups known today and yield a more complete view of life in the sea than any 

other site for that time period. The seven parks of the Canadian Rockies are a classic 

representation of significant and on-going glacial processes along the continental divide on 

highly faulted, folded and uplifted sedimentary rocks.” 

 

Other UNESCO World Heritage Sites visited on our trip included Yellowstone National Park 

(Wyoming), Redwood National and State Parks (California), and Olympic National Park 

(Washington).  

 

Jasper Park Lodge is perhaps the best locational lodging I have ever experienced. It is simply 

gorgeous. The rooms are comfortable, the natural setting is extraordinary, and its location within 

Jasper National Park is ideal. We spent our full-day in Jasper relaxing and canoeing and 

kayaking on the lake. The setting is so inspiring, I got caught up on my blogging, but absolutely 

must return here for a longer stay to explore the area. 
 

http://teslaroadtrip.blog/2018/07/16/2018-07-13-jasper-canada-2/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNESCO
https://whc.unesco.org/en/criteria/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/304
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Fairmont Jasper Park Lodge on Lac Beauvert, Jasper, Alberta CANADA 
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July 17 | Jasper, Alberta to Whistler, British Columbia | Range Anxiety Revisited 

 

In the planning process for this road trip, I used the online Tesla routing app called “Go 

Anywhere” to see if I could get from Jasper with a 100% charge to Kamloops, British Columbia 

on our way to Whistler. In the app, I entered our Tesla: a Model 3 Sedan Long Range Battery, 

location: Fairmont Jasper Park Lodge (1 Old Lodge Rd, Jasper, AB T0E 1E0, Canada), 

destination: Nita Lake Lodge (2131 Lake Placid Rd, Whistler, BC V0N 1B2, Canada), and 

clicked GET ROUTE. The app told me that I would have to go back the way we came down the 

Icefields Parkway to Lake Louise and then take the Trans-Canada Highway (Canada Route 1) 

West, stopping to Supercharge at Golden, British Columbia, and Revelstoke, British Columbia, 

before arriving at the Kamloops Supercharger for a total trip duration of 13 hours 23 minutes 

(605 miles). However, that is not the way I wanted to go. My preferred route was through 

Valemount, Blue River, and Clearwater—a more direct route to Kamloops on British Columbia 

Route 5. So, I put those waypoints into the app in order and clicked GET ROUTE again. The 

app outlined the route but came back with a warning: “We’re working on getting you there: 

View supercharger locations coming soon.” However, there were none planned, at least for this 

year. This route would take 9 hours (471 miles), saving us 4 hours and 23 minutes. This is the 

way I wanted to go, but Tesla’s online app essentially said, “you can’t get there from here 

because you will run out of energy.” It seemed there would be enough range—what was I 

missing? 

 

So, I reached out to two groups on Facebook, Tesla Owners Club of Alberta and Tesla Owners 

Club of British Columbia and posed the question. Members of both said, “Well, you can’t get 

there in Winter, but you should be able to get there in Summer.” What is behind this is the range 

loss that vehicle batteries experience in sub-freezing weather. I have seen it described as “30 

percent for the first 30 minutes and 10 percent after that.” Extrapolated out, likely a 15% hit. My 

deduction: Tesla’s online app does not account for season. It uses the Winter to deduce range. To 

prove this, I would have to wing it. Also, I assumed that the app and the car’s GPS were the 

same technology…I was wrong. So, on the morning of July 17, the moment of truth: I plugged 

the destination into the car’s GPS and the route it selected was the route I wanted, stating that we 

would arrive at the Kamloops Supercharger with a 14 percent battery (about 71 miles). So, we 

put it to the test, and we arrived at the Kamloops Supercharger with 83.7 miles left on the 

battery. We know now that Tesla’s online app underestimates the range of the Model 3 Long 

Range Battery in places that experience sub-freezing temperatures during winter.  

 

The two main drives that day from Jasper to Kamloops were really fun—lots of curvy mountain 

roads especially between Valemount and Blue River (where we stopped for breakfast and picked 

up a little over 15 miles of range from a Destination Charger) and, as well, the Sea-to-Sky 

Highway (British Columbia Route 99) from British Columbia Route 97 north of Cache Creek, 

through Lillooet, to Whistler, British Columbia, where we checked in at the Nita Lake Lodge.  
 

http://teslaroadtrip.blog/2018/07/17/2018-07-13b-whistler-canada/
https://www.tesla.com/trips
https://www.tesla.com/trips
https://www.hellobc.com/road-trips/sea-to-sky-highway-route/
https://www.hellobc.com/road-trips/sea-to-sky-highway-route/
https://www.whistler.com/activities/summer/
https://www.nitalakelodge.com/
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Lillooet, British Columbia, CANADA       Along The Sea-to-Sky Highway  
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July 18 | Whistler to Vancouver, British Columbia | Named Roads: The Sea-to-Sky Highway 

 

We began the day at 10:00a as special guests for a meetup for Whistler EV Owners hosted by 

Global Solar Shift at The Fix Café at Nita Lake Lodge, a great place for a meetup with ample 

parking such that it is very popular with locals. We enjoyed meeting local Tesla Owners and sat 

for a nice brunch before heading “down the hill” at noon on the Sea-to-Sky Highway British 

Columbia Route 99 South—a magnificent drive from glacier-covered peaks to Squamish and 

along the Straight of Georgia to Vancouver, British Columbia, arriving at the OPUS Hotel mid-

afternoon, another property in the Tesla network of Destination Chargers. In the early evening 

we dined with friends at a hip taco joint called Gringo in the Gastown section of Vancouver.  
 

    
 

http://teslaroadtrip.blog/2018/07/18/2018-07-14-vancouver-canada/
https://www.facebook.com/globalsolarshift/
https://www.nitalakelodge.com/dining/fix-cafe-en.html
https://vancouver.opushotel.com/en-us
http://www.gringogastown.com/
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Meetup with Whistler Tesla Owners        Gringo Gastown, Vancouver 
 

    
Vancouver Sidewalk Sign            Views from the Sea-to-Sky Highway    
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July 19 | Vancouver, British Columbia to Freeland, Washington | The Last Straw 

 

After a much-needed late sleep and breakfast, we drove to the headquarters of BC Hydro, a 

Canadian electric utility in the province of British Columbia. BC Hydro operates 

32 hydroelectric facilities and three natural gas-fueled thermal power plants. As of 2014, 95 

percent of the Province's electricity was produced by hydroelectric generating stations, which 

consist mostly of large hydroelectric dams on the Columbia and Peace Rivers. BC Hydro 

reached out to us on social media a few weeks prior and asked that we attend their sustainability 

street fair on this morning. They provided us with street parking at the sidewalk event so their 

attendees could see the car and chat with us about our trip. 

 

After the BC Hydro Event, we drove to Vancouver’s Pacific Central Train Station to fetch friend 

Dave Monahan, a coder, firefighter and software entrepreneur from Bothell, Washington. Dave 

drove with us to his cabin on Whidbey Island where we spent the night. Once we got past the 

border, I let Dave drive the Model 3. It is always a delight to watch a new driver take the wheel 

of a Tesla, especially the Model 3, since the controls are so very different from the standard 

driver controls. Dave likes to drive fast—he used to drive fire engines—and he really took to the 

Model 3. There just might be one in his future. 

 

That night, we sat out on Dave’s beach—the Olympic Mountains off to the south and west—and 

caught up with our lives. 

 

   
 

     
Neo kayaking off Whidbey Island, Washington          Dusk over Puget Sound  

http://teslaroadtrip.blog/2018/07/19/2018-07-15-whidbey-island-wa/
https://www.bchydro.com/index.html
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July 20 | Freeland to Seattle, Washington |  RMI, SeaTac and SkyNRG partner on Sustainable Aviation Fuels 

 

After a great breakfast at a local spot, we took the 30-minute Clinton-Mukilteo Ferry from 

Whidbey Island to the mainland and dropped Dave off at his house in Bothell. Then, after saying 

our farewells, we drove the short distance to Seattle and checked in at The Motif Seattle Hotel. 

 

We had our lunch as planned with the ENGIE Insight folks who had reached out to me earlier on 

the trip at Purple Café in Seattle. The food was amazing and the company, welcoming. 
 

   
 

  
On the Clinton-Mukilteo Ferry           

http://teslaroadtrip.blog/2018/07/20/2018-07-16-seattle-wa/
https://www.destinationhotels.com/motif-seattle
https://www.engieinsight.com/
http://www.purplecafe.com/


49 

 
 

 

 

 
Click to listen to Podcast (http://www.wrenchnation.tv/travel/116-tesla-road-trip/ ) 
 
  

http://www.wrenchnation.tv/travel/116-tesla-road-trip/
http://www.wrenchnation.tv/travel/116-tesla-road-trip/
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July 21 | Seattle to Port Townshend, Washington |  Sustainable Ferries? 

 

We began the day with an ASU School of Sustainability Alumni Breakfast and then headed over 

to the Washington State Ferry Terminal to take the Seattle-Bremerton Ferry to Port Townshend 

on the Olympic Peninsula. It was a really nice one-hour ride across Puget Sound in an enormous 

ferry and with my sustainability lens in high gear, I started thinking about electric ferries—thus 

my post for the day. 

 

Arriving in Bremerton at the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, we offloaded and headed north on 

state Route 3 to state Route 307, and state Route 104 across the Hood Canal Floating Bridge to 

state Route 19 and state Route 20 into Port Townshend, Washington, on the Olympic Peninsula, 

a charming and historical Victorian City. We stayed here to visit with friends who had married 

and moved to the area from Phoenix.  

 

We enjoyed a wonderful lunch at Khu Larb Thai restaurant in Port Townshend, frankly, the best 

Thai food I have ever tasted. We walked through the town, a Victorian gem, and stayed at The 

Bishop Victorian Hotel, a local bed & breakfast in the downtown area that was very nice. 
 

   
 

    
On the Bremerton Ferry 

http://teslaroadtrip.blog/2018/07/21/2018-07-17-port-townsend-wa/
http://www.ci.bremerton.wa.us/31/Discover-Bremerton
https://www.navsea.navy.mil/Home/Shipyards/PSNS-IMF/
http://enjoypt.com/
http://www.khularbthai.com/
http://www.bishopvictorian.com/en-us/the-bishop
http://www.bishopvictorian.com/en-us/the-bishop
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Port Townshend, Washington (On the Olympic Peninsula) 
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July 22 | Port Townshend, Washington to Seaside, Oregon |  10 Things About our Tesla Model 3 LR 

 

We departed Port Townshend along U.S. Route 101 heading counter-clockwise around the 

Olympic Peninsula, circumnavigating Olympic National Park, stopping first at the Sequim 

(pronounced “Squim”) Supercharger where we met one couple who went camping in their rented 

Model 3. They spent one night in the car and another in a tent (preferring the tent as one might 

imagine). They did not seem to be seasoned campers (dressed in urban work clothes) and were 

looking forward to going back to Seattle. 

 

At Port Angeles, we headed South into Olympic National Park and then up the 17-mile-long 

Hurricane Ridge Road (average grade 5.1% and 10% maximum grade) to the Hurricane Ridge 

Visitor Center (elevation 5,242 ft), a magnificent spot that puts one on a high ridge with views 

deep into the high peaks of the park. On the descent, we picked up 9 miles of range on the 

battery using regenerative braking only. For the 35.9-mile roundtrip, we used 7 kWh (8 going up 

and one added going down) at 195 Wh/mi. 

 

We continued on west and south around the Park on US 101, a beautiful drive past Lake 

Crescent and along the Sol Duc River to Forks, Washington, then briefly along the coast and 

then back inland to Lake Quinault and south to the Aberdeen, Washington, Supercharger at the 

neck of North Bay. Then south along Willapa Bay to the State Line and into Oregon across the 

Astoria – Meglar Bridge spanning the mouth of the Columbia River, and down the coast to the 

Seaside Oceanfront Inn in Seaside, Oregon (our next stop). We had a nice dinner with Portland 

friends at the hotel’s restaurant, Maggie’s on the Prom. 
 

   
 

http://teslaroadtrip.blog/2018/07/22/2018-07-17b-seaside-or/
https://www.dangerousroads.org/north-america/usa/4074-hurricane-ridge-road.html
https://www.nps.gov/olym/planyourvisit/visiting-lake-crescent.htm
https://www.nps.gov/olym/planyourvisit/visiting-lake-crescent.htm
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Astoria-Bridge
http://theseasideinn.com/
https://www.maggiesontheprom.com/
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Hurricane Ridge Visitor Center, Olympic National Park (Washington) 
 

    
 

     
   

    
 

     
Lake Crescent at Olympic National Park  
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July 23 | Seaside to Port Orford, Oregon |  Wildspring  

 

I had always heard about the beauty of the Oregon Coast and was very much looking forward to 

this leg of the trip, but it was foggy most of the way to Port Orford. At the rare breaks in the fog, 

we stopped to take photos, but the highlight for me was lunch in Newport, Oregon. As we 

ventured south along the coast from Seaside, I received a text from friend Dave Wright who was 

travelling with his wife and two daughters. They were headed North on US 101 and we were 

headed south. We charged up in Lincoln City and then met up with them at Georgie’s Beachside 

Grill in Newport—a wonderful reunion. After a nice lunch, we said our farewells and ventured 

onward to Port Orford, stopping briefly at the Bandon Supercharger. 

 

We did not know what to expect upon arriving at Wildspring Guest Habitat. Neo was a little 

freaked out by the address—on Cemetery Loop Road. I discovered the place on the Tesla 

Destination Charger map and when I looked it up, was delighted to find out that it was smallish, 

with just 5 cottages and “eco-friendly.” We arrived just after sundown to Wildspring, which was 

eerily set in the middle of a forest with faint light filtering through the trees. Check-in was 

achieved in a small unlit lean-to. I had to use my iPhone light to see what to do. We were 

informed by the innkeeper via intercom where are our cottage could be found and where to plug-

in our Tesla. All the paperwork was in an antique mailbox with our cottage number on it. We 

found our way to the cottage, which was dimly lit, and the drove the car a short distance up a hill 

to the “guest hall” where I plugged in the car.  

 

By the time I left to walk back the cottage, it was dark except for moonlight shining through the 

trees. As I rounded a bend past some bushes, I noticed a ghostly image (see photo) in the 

woods…very spooky. As I followed the path down the hill to our cabin it seemed to move with 

me and eventually disappeared again.  

 

  
Ghostly Image at Wildspring Guest Habitat on Cemetery Loop Road 

http://teslaroadtrip.blog/2018/07/23/2018-07-18-port-orford-or/
http://georgiesbeachsidegrill.com/
http://georgiesbeachsidegrill.com/
https://www.wildspring.com/
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Oregon Coast Lookout 
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Wildspring Guest Habitat Destination Charger   
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Wildspring Guest Habitat, Port Orford, Oregon   
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July 24 | Port Orford, Oregon to Santa Rosa, California |  Intentional Community 

 

I awoke early the next morning just before sunrise to see the early rays filter in through the 

forest. On our way to breakfast at the Guest Hall, I discovered the source of the ghost—a tall 

bright white sculpture—so white that it took only a small amount of light to illuminate it. Surely, 

this was the work of the proprietor, a former Hollywood scene designer.  

 

After an excellent breakfast, we packed up and at around 10:00a, headed out on another long day 

of driving down U.S. 101 to the California State Line and then east to Smith River and south to 

Crescent City, after which we were on the Redwood Highway which cast us through “nearly half 

of the remaining old growth, coastal redwood forests in the world.”—the Del Norte Coast 

Redwoods State Park, the Yurok Redwood Experimental Forest, Prairie Creek Redwoods State 

Park, Redwood National and State Parks, Richardson Grove State Park, and Humboldt 

Redwoods State Park.  

 

Entering the City of Santa Rosa, California, around 8:00p, we were shocked at the devastation of 

the horrific Tubbs Fire that burned this area in October of the previous year. So many 

neighborhoods were decimated by the fire and it seemed that only a scant number of 

homeowners were rebuilding. Is this the future of climate change in the West? 

 

We arrived at the home of my cousin Penny and her husband Frankie at Monan’s Rill, an 

intentional community off St. Helena Road in Santa Rosa. Spared by the Tubbs Fire, the Rill (as 

my cousins affectionately call it) is a modern cooperative, sustainable community in the hills 

between Napa and Sonoma Counties, the heart of California’s Wine Country. A nice 

homecooked meal in the company of cousins added a wonderful element to our sometimes-

hurried pace on the road. We slept very well that night. 

 

    
   

http://teslaroadtrip.blog/2018/07/24/santa-rosa-ca/
https://www.myscenicdrives.com/drives/california/redwood-highway
/Users/johnmart/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~CloudDocs/Tesla%20Road%20Trip/Report/del%20norte%20coast%20redwoods%20state%20park
/Users/johnmart/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~CloudDocs/Tesla%20Road%20Trip/Report/del%20norte%20coast%20redwoods%20state%20park
https://redwood.forestthreats.org/REForest/REF.htm
https://www.visitcalifornia.com/attraction/prairie-creek-redwoods-state-park
https://www.visitcalifornia.com/attraction/prairie-creek-redwoods-state-park
https://www.nps.gov/redw/index.htm
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=422
https://www.visitcalifornia.com/attraction/humboldt-redwoods-state-park
https://www.visitcalifornia.com/attraction/humboldt-redwoods-state-park
http://www.monansrill.org/
https://www.ic.org/
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July 25 | Santa Rosa to San Francisco, California |  Zero-Emission Road Tripers (ZERTs) 

 

Since we had time in our itinerary to explore a bit, we lengthened the relatively short ride to San 

Francisco. We stopped at the Petaluma Supercharger and then diverted southwest on D Street to 

Red Hill Road which became the Pont Reyes-Petaluma Road to Point Reyes Station, then state 

Route 1 South (the Shoreline Drive) to Stinson Beach and then east and south on the Panoramic 

Highway (a.k.a. Kamikaze Alley), a super-dangerous, steep 2-lane curvy highway, intersected by 

over 75 driveways and little room for error.  

 

Then we were back to the Redwood Highway at Sausalito, across the Golden Gate Bridge 

immersed in fog and arrived at our cousin’s residence at Sea Cliff overlooking the Golden Gate. 

We dropped our luggage and went to the Google Campus in Mountain View for an ASU School 

of Sustainability and Herberger School of Design Alumni event and tour of Google before 

returning to the City. 
 

   
 

http://teslaroadtrip.blog/2018/07/25/2018-07-20-san-francisco-ca/
https://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Marin-s-Panoramic-Highway-Scarred-by-Dangerous-3044224.php
https://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Marin-s-Panoramic-Highway-Scarred-by-Dangerous-3044224.php
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Monin’s Rill, Santa Rosa, California 
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July 26 | San Francisco, California | San Francisco | Circular Economy 
 

In the morning, I spent an hour on the telephone with friend and former EMSL professor, Park 

Howell, who produces the Business of Story podcast. Our call would become #56: How a 

Purpose-Driven Brand Story Will Propel You and Your Business. 

 

We drove across the Bay Bridge to Oakland for a meeting with WattTime, a nonprofit subsidiary 

of Rocky Mountain Institute. WattTime’s API, a cloud-based analysis tool, tracks the carbon 

intensity of the U.S. electrical grid (real time) for large corporate clients so they are able to 

choose less carbon-intensive energy for their operations. It was a great pleasure to meet the team 

and learn more about how they fit in to the matrix of sustainability practice. We then charged at 

the Concord Supercharger (undoubtedly the busiest Supercharger of our trip) where we also ate 

lunch. After a lovely dinner with cousins Tom and Kat, we topped off our battery with their level 

2 charger. 
 

   
 

 

http://teslaroadtrip.blog/2018/07/26/2018-07-20-san-francisco-ca-2/
https://businessofstory.com/
https://businessofstory.com/podcast/purpose-driven-brand/
https://businessofstory.com/podcast/purpose-driven-brand/
https://www.watttime.org/
https://www.rmi.org/
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July 27 | San Francisco to Monterey, California | Tesla Factory Tour 

 

After breakfast with another cousin in Pacifica, California, we traveled south along state Route 1 

to half Moon Bay and then east on state Route 92 on the San Mateo Bridge over San Francisco 

Bay and Interstate 880 (Nimitz Freeway) south to the Tesla Factory in Fremont.  

 

The Tesla Factory is an enormous sprawling complex and attending the tour is a like a 

pilgrimage for Tesla owners. The factory is quite overwhelming with large robots named after X-

Men. Of course, we had to get the photo of Watts Her Name in front of the large TESLA logo. 

 

After lunch with another cousin in San Jose, we drove state Route 17 to the coast and got back 

on Route 1 to Monterey, stopping at the Monterey-Seaside Supercharger at a Tesla Service 

Center. 

 

The Monterey Hotel listing promised 2 Tesla Connectors up to 16kW, “Available for patrons 

only,” except that when we arrived, we discovered they were actually for employees only. This is 

a warning to electric road trippers. Make sure your promised chargers are actually accessible 

before you make reservations.  
 

     
 

 

 

http://teslaroadtrip.blog/2018/07/27/fremont/
https://www.tesla.com/factory
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Watts Her Name at Tesla Factory, Fremont, CA  
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July 28 | Monterey, California | Eating V 

 

We spent two days in Monterey because we were supposed to meet friends here for a night but 

their plans changed and it was too late to change ours so we hung out in Monterey for the day. 

 

The Monterey Hotel was the least enjoyable stay of our trip. The rooms were too warm with no 

air conditioning and the only way to stay cool was to keep the windows open at night. We were 

on the top floor of the hotel and seagulls nesting up there that made a loud racket all day and 

very early in the morning. Because of the birds, neither of us were granted a decent night’ sleep. 

 

I spent the day getting caught up on writing and Neo used the opportunity to catch up on sleep.  
 

 

 
Vagrant bird on street in front of Monterey Hotel 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://teslaroadtrip.blog/2018/07/28/monterey-2/
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July 29 | Monterey to Santa Monica, California | Climate Science Special Report 

 

We departed this morning for a long day’s drive, stopping first at the Monterey Supercharger 

before getting onto the Pacific Coast Highway (state Route 1) down to Big Sur. I had driven the 

123-mile Big Sur Coast Highway (also known as the Cabrillo Highway) many times in both 

directions. It is a great driving road—lots of curves, hugging the Santa Lucia Mountains that 

define “Big Sur” with plunging cliffs to the shore below. We stopped for coffee and baked goods 

at the Big Sur Bakery, and once we got out of the Redwoods and onto the coast there was 

splotchy fog here and there. The drive down the Big Sur Coast is delightful. The southern portion 

of the road had been closed for 14 months due to a mudslide and it had only recently opened.  

 

The Big Sur Coast Highway is a great road for driving high-performance cars as long as there is 

low traffic and one is careful. However, it is unforgiving for those who drive aggressively in 

less-suited automobiles. The morning before, a 39-year-old man was killed after his 2012 

Chevrolet Cruze failed to negotiate a curve and plunged off a 280-foot cliff to a remote rocky 

shore below. We arrived as a tow truck began recovering the vehicle and victim.  

 

The San Luis Obispo Supercharger was at The Madonna Inn and although we did not need to 

charge there, I wanted to show Neo the hotel, which I had visited many years ago. Shifting to 

U.S. Highway 101, we also stopped briefly at the Buellton Supercharger, after which we hit 

moderate to heavy traffic, taking 3-1/2 hours to drive 140 miles to meet more cousins for dinner 

in Venice, California.  

 
From Venice, we drove to our hotel, The Ambrose in Santa Monica (two Tesla Destination 

Chargers) and then it was off to San Diego the following day.  
 

   
 

 

http://teslaroadtrip.blog/2018/07/29/santa-monica-ca/
https://www.dangerousroads.org/north-america/usa/1871-big-sur-coast-highway.html
https://www.bigsurbakery.com/
https://www.madonnainn.com/
https://www.ambrosehotel.com/our-hotel/
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Site of Crash 
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July 30 | Santa Monica to Laguna Niguel, California | Climate Change Lexicon 

 

After a lovely breakfast with old friends/business associates at San Pedro Café in San Pedro, we 

took US-110 to the 5 South towards San Diego to visit Envision Solar, who reached out to me 

early in the trip for a visit to the factory where they make solar powered car chargers.  The 

factory was right next to the Marine Corps Air Station Miramar, former home of the United 

States Navy Strike Fighter Tactics Instructor program (STFI), also known as TOPGUN.   

 

We then drove north again to Orange County. Watts Her Name hit 6,000 miles coming North on 

Interstate 5 at Camp Pendleton, a U.S. Marine base. We stopped to Supercharge at the San Juan 

Capistrano Supercharger and eat lunch before heading to our friends’ home in Laguna Niguel. 
 

   
 

http://teslaroadtrip.blog/2018/07/30/laguna-nigel-ca/
https://www.welovespc.com/
http://www.envisionsolar.com/
https://www.miramar.marines.mil/
https://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=94725
https://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=94725
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July 31 | Laguna Niguel, California to Paradise Valley, Arizona | Home | Range 

 

For our last day, we drove Interstate 5 down to the San Clemente Superchargers for an 8:00a 

meetup and breakfast at Ruby’s with OCTO (Orange County Tesla Owners)—a dedicated group 

of friendly Tesla owners who were mostly engineers. This group reached out to me before our 

trip even began and set this up. Nice folks. 

 

Then we were off to the truly amazing Pennypickle’s Workshop (a.k.a. Temecula Children’s 

Museum) where Watts Her Name would be part of an outdoor event. We were there to show off 

the car and distribute hard copies of Drawn Futures: Arizona 2045, ASU’s Center for Science 

and the Imagination’s science-based comic book for 5th through 8th grade students created by 

award-winning comics authors from Marvel and DC Comics. We were well-received and were 

provided a great tour of the facility. 

 

Afterwards, we stopped at the Indio Supercharger, and then headed home on Interstate 10 

making one final Supercharger stop at Quartzsite, Arizona on our way to The Valley of the Sun. 

 

    
 

    
Model 3 Roof after rain or dew 

http://teslaroadtrip.blog/2018/07/31/home-az/
https://www.rubys.com/locations/san-clemente/
http://www.pennypickles.org/
https://csi.asu.edu/projects/drawn-futures/drawn-futures-arizona-2045/
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Final Route 
 

 
 
TRIP TOTALS 
 

Distance: 6,421.62 miles (10,334.6 km) • Total kWh Used: 1,302.36  
Ave. Temp: 77.67ºF (25.37ºC) • Wh/Mile: 203   Average Range: 369.46    
Drive Time: 178 h 42 m   Total Cost: $238.42    Cost/Mi: $0.037 
 

Unnecessary Stops for Supercharging: ~16 
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Tesla Cars Range | Check Teslike.com for most recent update 
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Figure 1 - Teslafi Calendar July 1-31, 2018 
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Tesla Model 3 Base-Range Notes and Chart 
 
I went back over the route utilizing one of the 2019 Tesla Standard Range (SR) Model 3s (see 
charts). Just using the EPA numbers without accounting for Aero Wheel Covers and improved 
range due to slower speed limits, the trip was doable in the same number of days following the 
same itinerary with 29 Tesla Supercharger stops, assuming Destination Chargers for every night 
stay. If you are camping, you might want to adjust this itinerary commensurate with your 
charging needs. Also, keep an eye on the ever-growing Supercharger map. There are several 
planned for 2019 will make certain stretches easier. 

 
 

Day Start Leg 1  Leg 2  Leg 3  Leg 4 SC 
1 Home Payson, AZ SC Holbrook, AZ SC Gallup, NM SC Farmington, NM DC 
2 Farmington, NM Durango, CO DC    
3 Durango, CO Telluride, CO DC    
4      
5 Telluride, CO Montrose, CO SC* Aspen, CO SC/DC   
6 Aspen, CO Boulder, CO, DC*    
7 Boulder, CO Laramie, WY SC Rawlins, WY SC Rock Springs, WY SC Park City, UT DC 
8 Park City, UT Tremonton, UT SC Jackson, WY SC/DC   
9 Jackson, WY West Yellowstone, MT SC Canyon Village, WY   

10 Canyon Village RT Mammoth Lodge, WY Canyon Village, WY   
11 Canyon Village West Yellowstone, MT SC Butte, MT SC Missoula, MT SC Whitefish, MT DC 
12 Whitefish, MT Fort McLeod, AB SC Canmore, AB SC* Banff, AB DC  
13      
14 Banff, AB  Jasper, AB DC    
15      
16 Jasper, AB Blue River, BC DC Kamloops, BC SC* Whistler, BC SC/DC  

16* Jasper, AB Golden, BC SC Revelstoke, BC SC Kamloops, BC SC* Whistler, BC SC/DC 
17 Whistler, BC Vancouver, BC DC    
18 Vancouver, BC Freeland, WA    
19 Freeland, WA Seattle, WA DC    
20 Seattle, WA Port Townshend, WA    
21 Port Townshend, 

WA Sequim, WA SC Forks, WA SC* Aberdeen, WA SC Seaside, OR SC/DC 
22 Seaside, OR Lincoln City, OR SC Bandon, OR SC Port Orford, OR DC  
23 Port Orford, OR Eureka, CA SC Ukiah, CA SC Santa Rosa, CA  
24 Santa Rosa, CA Petaluma, CA SC San Francisco, CA DC*   
25      
26 San Francisco, CA Tesla Factory, Fremont, CA Monterey, CA SC/DC   
27      
28 Monterey, CA San Luis Obispo, CA SC Buellton, CA SC Santa Monica DC/SC  
29      
30 Santa Monica, CA San Diego, CA SC San Clemente, CA SC/DC   
31 Laguna Niguel, CA Indio, CA SC Quartzsite, AZ SC Home  

https://www.tesla.com/findus?v=2&bounds=58.39755504677327%2C-55.15923388109968%2C25.23752073328815%2C-149.07036669359968&filters=supercharger%2Cdestination%20charger&zoom=5
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Notes on Tesla Model 3 Base-Range Chart 
: 

- On Day 6, one could do Rocky Mountain National Park (as originally planned) with 
supercharging in charging in Silverthorne and Estes Park.  

 
- On Day 16, to follow our route, one would need to charge on a questionable Level-2 

charger in Blue River for a few hours or so. So, instead, my recommendation would be 
to go south on the Icefields Parkway (a different visa for sure) and take the Trans-
Canada Highway to Kamloops (I hear it is a gorgeous drive, albeit 3 hours longer). Also, 
Kamloops to Whistler is 186 miles, so charge commensurate with that information.  

 
- On Day 21, if you get a full supercharge to 100% battery in Sequim, do the round trip on 

Hurricane Ridge Road (using regen braking on the descent), and then drive to the 
Aberdeen Supercharger at the speed limit, you should make it with 10+ miles left on the 
battery. A Tesla Supercharger planned for Forks, WA, in 2019 will make this far less 
risky. For now, there is a public Level-2 Destination Charger at the Quillayute River 
Resort in Forks just in case; or you could go back to Sequim for another Supercharge to 
100% battery after Hurricane Ridge. Then, it is only 180 miles from Sequim to Aberdeen 
(a much larger cushion). 

 
 

-  

http://www.qriverresort.com/
http://www.qriverresort.com/
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